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1. THE EURDPEAN UNION AND THE AP MINE BAN CONVENTION
___________________________________________________________________|

The European Union haz a long hizstory of providing political and financial support
for ending the suffering and casuslties caused by anti-persconnel mines. In as sarly as
& May 1995 Council decision (95/170/CFSP), the EU agreed “to help combat the indis-
criminate use and spread throughout the world of anti-personnel land mines".

In MNovember 1997, the EUJ Council welecomed the September adoption of the Comvention,
stating that “the Union is committed to the goal of total elimination of anti-personnel
landmines worldwide sz well 2= to contributing to :olving the problems already canzed
by theze weapons,” and spoke of “continued political effortz by the Union in pursuit
of thezs chjectives,” common moratoria on transfers end production of entiperzonnel

minez, and “a multi-faceted contribution by the Union o mine clesrance and related
activities” (97/817/CF5P).
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In addition, the ETT has repeatadly restated it= commitment to the Convention at the
Conventions ennual formal meetings, including at the 2004 First Review Conference,
the Nadimb: Summit on a Mins-Fres World. At this event, the EU strezzed “the European
Union's rezolve to eliminate the landmine threat completely — by promeoting univerzs-
lity; destroying stockpiles, clearing mines and assisting victims,” and, called for a
continuation of “concerted action until the very last anti-personnel mine has been
removed from the face of the sarth and the target of zero new landmine victims has
been reached ”

In 2008, the ETJ zought to build npon itz longstending Convention support and to do
zo in the context of itz December 2003 adoption of & European Security Strategy.
Thiz ztrategy callz for an internetional order bazed on effective multilateralizemn. The
European Union Joint Action in support of the universalisation and implementstion
of the 1957 Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Producton and
Transfer of Anti-Personnsl Mines and on Their Destruction wes adopted in June 2008,

Information contained in this brochure is correct as of October 23, Zoos.



2. EUJOINT ACTION IN SUPPORT OF THE AP MINE BAN CONVENTION
[

A “Joint Action” iz & coordinated effort of all EUJ Mamber States which festures
resources deployed to achieve objectives defined by the EU's Council of Ministers. The
EU Joint Action in support of the AP Mine Ban Convention specifically supports the
preparations of its Second Review Conference, the Cartagena Swrmit on a Mine-Fres World,

To achieve thiz objective, the EUJ haz committed € 1,070,000 to carry out two types

of activities over a 21 month ?eri{:ad:

> the organization of up to zix regional or sub-regional workzhope or conferances
aiming st increazing adherence to the Convention and preparing State: Parties
for the Second Review Conference

> carrying out up to 25 tergeted technical azsizstance visits to States Parties to
provide advice on full implementation of the Convention

The Anti-Perzonnel Mine Ban Convention Implementation Support Unit (ISU) — the
mandstad suppeort sructure to the Convention and itz States Perties —was selected as
the technical implementer of the Joint Action.




3. REGIONAL WORKSHOPS /CONFERENCES
________________________________________________________________________|

To date, the ISTJ ha: supported five States Parties to the Convention in convening
regional workshops or conferences. These events focused on universalisation and imple-
mentation in Africa, the Americas, Central Asis, South Eest Asia and Scuth Esstern
Europe. They provided an opportunity on a regional besis to aszess progress made
end challenges that remain. In deing so these events have contributed zignificantly to
the success of the Convention's Second Review Conference.

In total, 140 States were invited to these workshops with 88 participeting. Thiz included
the workszhop: and conferences engaging @ large number of Stetez not parties. The
followring Stetes not perties perticipated: Azerbaijan, Egypt, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzatan,
Lao PDR, Libys, Myanmar, Mepal, Singapore, Sri Lanks, United States of America
and Vietnam.

In keeping with the Convention’z culture of opennezs, tranzparency end collaboretion,

the participation of other actors waz warmly welcomed. The Internetional Campaign
to Ban Landmine: and dozens of itz member organizetions, the International Committes
of the Red Croz: and United Nation: agencies and departments actively participated
in all workshops.

Important contributions were also provided by other actors such as: the African Union,
the Organization of American States, the Orgenization for Security and Cooperation
in Furope, the Internstional Trust Fund for Demining and Mine Victims Asziztance,
the Institute for Security Studiss and the Geneve Internstional Centre for Humanitarian
Demining.

At four of the five regional events, a parallel programme was organized for heelthcare,
rehabilitetion and dizability rights experts. Thess perallz] programmes, slzo involving
feld +isitz to medical care and rehsbilitation facilities, provided & regional level
opportunity for experts to zhare experiences end good practices in addreszing the righes

and needz of landmine survivors and other persons with dizabilifies.




3. REGIONAL WORKSHOPS/CONFERENCES
[

The Managua Workshop on Achieving a Mine-Free Americas | 24-26 February 2009

Thiz workshop focused on progress in the pursuit of the Conventions aims in the
Americas, where all but two States have ratified or have acceded to the Convention.

The workszhop featured the participation of all States Parties in the region that are
ztill in the process GPE'_].E.Un.E Arficle 5 mine clearance obligations, and all of thoze
rezponzible for zignificant numbers of landmine survivers.

The Mansgua Workzhop:

> featured Micaragua affirming that it is on track to completing its mine clearance
obligations in 2010. Thiz will result in Central Americs being & region where all
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> highlighted the importance placed on the need for relnvigorafing cooperation In
the context of the Convention and in doing more to respond to the needs of
women, men, girle and boyz who have fallen victim to mines

This input, repeated at subsequent workshops, reaffirmed to the President-Designate
of the Second Review Conference that a special emphasiz should be placed on these

matters at the Cartagena Sweeut on a Mine-Free TWorld,




3. REGIONAL WORKSHOPS /CONFERENCES
___________________________________________________________________|

The Bangkok Workshop on Achieving a Mine-Free South-East Asia | 1-3 April 2009
Thiz workzhop highlizhtad the aiE':li_:Lca.nt challenges remsining in the pursuit of the
Convention in South Fest Aszis, and on the part of meny ASEAN Member Statez and
neighbouring countries. In South East Azia, Cambodia end Thailand will require at
leszt a decade more to complete implementation of their Article 5 mine clearance obli-
gationz and both are responzible for the wellbeing, and guarantee of the rights, of
significant numbers of landmine survivors. In addition, zeveral South East Asian
States are not yet partiss to the Conventon.
The Banglkol Workzhop:
» highlighted the velue of States Partize uzing the full range of technical and non
tachnical means to releaze, with confidence, suzpectad hazardous areas

> szought to address perceived barriers to accession to the Convention

> emphasized the central importance of cooperation and assizstance for the Comvention
and the need for natonsl ownerzhip to enzure successiul cooperation

The Dushanbe Workshop on Achieving a Mine-Free Central Asia | 7-8 July 2009

Thiz workzhop highlighted the remsining chsllengez in ending the aufferi.ng canzed
b:: a.m:i-?erac\nr.el minesz in Central Azia _E_Iha_qia:m and T;iil:.ial:an continue to clear
mines and aszizt vietims. In addifion, some States in thiz region remsin steadfest in
their reluctance to accede to the Convention. A particular lezzon from the workshop
concerned the importance of partnerzhip in implementation. Thiz was illustrated by a
wide range of actorz involved in supporting the national effortz of Afgheniztan and
Tajikistan, including non-governmental, regional and other crganizations, various U
offices and agencies and States in a position to provide assistance.

The Dushanbe ":’t_ar]r:.a]:np:

> appealed for the Carfagens Summd to be uzed for States Parties to strengthen national
cwmnership and for others to reaffirm their commitment to provide assiztence to
thoze who have done =0

> made effortz to address perceived remsining barriers to accession on the part of
States not parties

> concluoded with an expression that the world would be a better place if 21l States

in Central Asia joined the common effort to end the suffering and casuelties caused
by enti-personnel mines

[}



3. REGIONAL WORKSHOPS/CONFERENCES
[

The Third Continental Conference of African Experts on Landmines |
9-11 September 2009

EU Joint Action support enabled South Africa to host, under the ausploes of the
African Union, the Third Continents]l Confersnce of African Expertz on Lendmines.
Thiz repeated the 2004 effort when the Second Continental Conference was held to
prepers African States for the Naiwmbi Susmi. The Third Continental Meeting built
on itz suceess by ensuring that African States could heve a vibrant dizeussion on izzues
that were of greatest concern for them.

Theze lzsnes were contained in an updated African Common Posifion on Anti-Personmnel
Mlines, which the conference recommended tor adoption by AU Member States. This
vpdated Common Position remarked that while great progrezz ha: been made in
Africa in pursuing the sims of the Convention, more concerted effortz are required in
order tor

> ensure the full universalization of the Convention in Africe

> zustain snd enhence current nationsl demining programmes

> enhance the azzsiztance provided to mine victims

> promote and ztren:_rt]:en intra-African co-operation and Africa capacity in the
feld of mine clearance and victim azziztance

» further mobilize and efficiently uze rezources
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The Tirana Workshop on Achieving a Mine-Free South Eastern Europe |
7-9 October 2009

Thiz workzhop focuzed on progress made and challenges that remain on the part of
the States of South Eastern Europe that were subject to the impact of conflict in the
1990z, One highlizht wasz the Albenisn snnouncement that it had completed imple-
mentation of Article 5 of the Convention, having cleared all known mined aress.

The Tirana Workzhop:

> illustrated some of the Convention's greatest successes, in terms of the achisvements
that have been made in mine clearance, vietim assiztance, stockpile destruction
end partnership and trensparency in implementation

» showed that compelling challenges remain with four State: Parties in the region
rezponzible for zignificent number: of mine survivors and with two requiring a
decads more to clzar all mined areas

> noted that the Cerfagons Swemd provides an opportunity for South Eastarn Europe
to take pride in what has been accomplizhed, to contribute to a stocktsking of
what remasinz to be done, and to adopt & strong, forward-locking action plan



4. TECHNICAL ADVISORY VISITS
. __________________________________________________________________________|

Technical advizory support effortz undertaken in the context of the EU Joint Action are
intended to provide a short term visit by an expert to assist States in developing wag=
to address pressing implementation challenges. They are intended to complement, but
not duplicats, ongoing capacity building efforts undertaken by others. To date, 11 visits
have been undertaken.

Victim assistance

Afghanistan

In 2008, the Afghaniztan National Disability Action Plan (ANDAP) was developed to
improve the gquality of life of mine survivors and other persons with dizabilities.
To enhance efforts the Miniatry of Labour, Social Affairs, MMartyrs and Dizabled
(MoLSAMD) requested the ISU to facilitate & victim-assiztence focused technical
vizit. In August 2008 en expert vizited Afghaniztan and assizted in the design of a
mechanizm to monitor implementation and azzess progress in achisving the objectives of
the ANDAP The expert aleo sssisted in raizing swerenssz of the ANDAP and
Afgheniztan’s vietim assiztance obligations under the AP Mine Ban Convention at the
provincial level by participating in the Western Region Dizability Workshop in Herat,
and in drafting the agenda for the Third MNatonal Dizability Victim Assistance Workshop.

Guinea Bizzan

To essist in acquiring information for a victim assistance status report to be presented
at the Carfagena Summit and to support the identification of pricrities for 2010-2014
to meet the needs of survivors, Guinea Bizzan requested a vietim azsiztance-focuzed
technical vizsit. In Angust 2009, an expert visited Guinea Bizzan, met with officials
from all relevant ministries and provided advice on the basis of informeation obtained.
A data-collection follow-up table was also provided to assist in obtaining key missing
data and advice was given in order that a status report could be fnslised in fime for
the Carfagena Sumemd.

Sudan

Sudan requested & victim azsiztance-focused ISU technical visit to raize awareness of
the priorities and challenges az the victim azsiztance programme transitions from UN-
supportad sctivities to full national ownerzhip by relevant miniztries in north and
south Sudan.

In Februery 2009 an expert vizited Sudan to participate in the Third Nationel Vicim
Aszsiztance Workshop. The expert provided support and technical advice on the review
of progress in achieving the objectives of Sudan's victim azsistance work plan to assist
in identifiying priorities for future action in relation to victim assistance.

TUganda

In 2007, the Uganda Comprehenzive Plan of Arfion to addrezz the rightz and neads
of landmine survivors end other perzons with dizabilities for the period 2008-2012
waz developed. To ensure that the Comprehensive Plan achieves itz ultimate sim of
improving the quality of life for mine survivors and other persons with disabilities,
Uganda's Commissioner for Dizability and the Elderly requestad a technical isit. In
September 2008 an expert visited Uganda and assisted in the design of & mechanizm
o monitor implementation and assess progress in achieving the objectives of the Compre-
henzive Plan. The expert also assisted in raising swareness of the Comprehensive
Plen and Uganda's obligations under the AP Mine Ban Comvention in relation to victim
azzlztance at relevant stakeholder:’ mestings at national and diztrict level.
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4. TECHNICAL ADVISORY VISITS
[

Fambia
At the 2004 Naiofs Summid, the States Partiez agreed on & basis to act strategically
with rezpect to their promize to landmine victims.

While Zambia does not figure among those States Parties that are responsible for
significant numbers of survivors, it has sought to keep its promise to landmine survivors.
Fambia requested that the I31 zend an expert to azzizt Zambis in understanding the
scope of its vicim assiztence challenges in the context of the Convention and to advize
on vietim szziztence related services, structures and policies. A variety of recommen-
dations were mads by the expert who visited Zambia in March 2009. An underlying
theme was that the Zambian Mine Action Centre (ZMAC) should z=ek to advance
vietim assiztance efforts by working with and through government ministries concerned
with dizability, rather than taking a leeding role itzelf. It was noted that the exception
1z victim dats collection, where ZMAC can and should be the lead agency:

Mine clearance

Chad
In 2008 Chad was granted an extenzion on itz deadline to clear &ll mined aress, bazed
on its commitment to understand the true remsining esxtent of the challenge and to
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Chad reguested expert advice in the nse of all technicsl and non-technical methods to
releass, with confidence, suzpected hazardouz areaz. In May 2009, an expert azsezzad
factors zuch az operational and logiztical conztraintz, the zecurity zituation, mine and
UMD contaminstion and survey and clearance capacities. Recommendations were made
to Chadian authorites, including that & non-technical survey is required to determine

more accurately the size and location of remaining mined areas.

Guinea Bizzan

With a deadline of 1 November 2011 to complete implementation of the Convention's
Article 5 mine clearance obligationsz, Guines Bizzau needs to know in 2009 whether
&n extenzion request on itz deadline iz reguired. Following = reguest received by the
IS, an expert was deployed to Guinea Bissau in July 2009 to advize on & plan to
achieve completion by its deadline. The mission concluded that with & more effective
use of ite clearsnce assets, the development and nze ofa.am‘e_}' caparity and with support
from other parties, Guines Bizzan could achisve complete implementation by itz deadline.

Nigeri
A party to the Convention since 2002, MNigeria reported for the first ime in 2009 that there
&re areas under itz jurizdiction and control suspected to contain anti-personnel mines.

An expert was sent to Nigeria to assist in clarifying itz obligations under Article 5 of
the Convention and to provide advice on the nature and extent of its implementation
challenge. The mizsion recognized that within Migeria there iz a competent, Prnfeaaimal
&nd rezponsive organization shle to deliver what iz needed to support the implementation
of Article 5 and the destruction of other explosive hazards. The mission noted thet
bazed on exizting operationsl plans, all known contaminsted areasz will be cleared by
March 2010 — two years ahead of Migeria's Article 5 deadline.

Uganda
In May 2009, Ugends requested technical expert advice on actions neceszary to complete
mine clearance by itz 1 Angnst 2009 deadline and on the preparation of a declaretion of

completion.
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