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Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies and Genﬂemen,

becoming an areq of increosing priority for my:minisfry,in cbllaboroﬁon
with the office of the Prime Minister and Ministry of Health. We are
working on building partnerships with' other ministries and all key actors

in disability, land mine survivors and other persons with disobilifies.

At the previous meetings we have reported on the eXtensive,
legislation ang policies in Uganda oi‘med_ at protecting array of the
rights and needs of persons with disqbiliﬁes including landmine
survivors. However, we récognised that while there were many laws
and  policies, ‘We needed g Comprehensive plan  of action - to
operationalise the eXisﬁhg policies with aim of improving the quqli’ry of

life of land mine survivors and other persons with dis’obiliﬁ‘es

of Victim Assistance.  On August 7-9 A compressiveA for land mine

parliomenfdrions, representatives  from mine  affected areaqs,
technocrats from key ministries, Disability People’s Org_anisoﬁon’s,' and

mine survivo_rs themselves.

The overall objective of the workshop was to enable the Government
~of Uganda, in CoHoboroﬁon with all relevant actors to develop a
Comprehensive plan of action for 'fhe period 2008-2012 to address

rights and needs of landmine survivors, other persons with disabilities



and older persons. This plan takes into account the principies of

Jinclusion, empowerment, and victim assistance as a development issue

(multi-sectorql collaboration).

= Develop and disseminate '}guidelines for local government fo
integrate diSoth‘y issues in all planning processes by 2011.

" Establish fully equipped Village Teams, with at least one third of
the members being women, frained in emergency first csid'in at
least 25 percent of ‘mine/Explosive Remnants of War affected

villages by 2010, -

. lncreosle the provisidn of assistive devices and strengthen the

- functional capacity of exisﬁngbrfhoboedic workshops by 2012.

. Increase participation of children with disabilities “including
landmine survivors in primary and post-primary education in

“Mmine/Explosive Remnants of War affected communities by at
least 40 percent by 2012. _

. S’rrengfhen‘: eXis’ring institutional frameworks, building new

’. 4s’rrUcfu‘res if required, and formulate regulations and guidelines
fo_r the implemen’raﬁo_n of existing Icws; policies chd acts relating

1o persons with disabilfies by 2009, |

. Ratify the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities by
2008 '

'Before I conclude, | fq‘ke this ,oppon‘uhh‘y to thank the government of
- Austrig for its financial support and in ‘porﬁculor Mr. Markus Reiterer, fhé
Co-Chair of the S’ronding Committee on Victim Assisfchéé, for his
po_rﬁcipoﬁon in fhé Comprehensive Plonnihg Workshopl. Thanks are

also extended to UNDP ang the Norwegian Association of the Disabled




for their logistical and financial sUpporT, Sheree Bailey, victim assistance
- specialist’ Genevc:.Cenfre fvor‘Hum(v:niTcn;on Demining (GICHD), and
ane Brouillette for their technical guidance. The Workshdp was a
success and it engdged relevant min—istries‘cnd other key actors in
viéﬁm assistance. A comprehensive plan of action that takes info '
occounf the objectives ovf' existing policies for public health,
rehabilitation, éduco’ri‘on, pover‘ry reducfion,‘sociol development, and

the disability sector more generally was developed. ‘

- However, there is still a lot of work fo be done fb implement the plans
to. achieve our SMART objectives. This will require coordination cnd’_
colloboroﬂon. Uganda i‘s‘working very hard to ensure that ’rh_e plan
becomes q reality; but they are faced with many competing priorities.
Until 'Se_ptember, Ugondo benefited from the support of a UNDP_
technical advisor through the mine action program. However, this
support.is no longer dvqiloble. In order to achieve our aims and fully
implenﬁenf the plan We'heéd further technical support and | call upon

the internationq] community to look fdvourably on our request for

specialist support.

Finally aliow me 1o highlight some of the positive develoypmenfs that
have happened since the land mine victim assistance comprehensive

planning workshop was held on 7-9August 2007.in Kampala.

1. Formulation of regulations and guidelines for the existing laws on
PWDs as agreed in part 6 of the Comprehensive plan 2008-2012

has been directed by Cabinet ang my Ministry has started on.
this. |




2. COMMON WEALTH DISABLED PEOPLE’S CONFERENCE 4-

7NOVEMBER 2007,

Uganda s hosting the common wealth heads of governments
' ‘meeﬁng {CHOGM} 23—25 November 200’7

For the first time in the history of CHOGM ’rhe disability fraternity held
vo pre CHOGM disability conference which aﬁrccfed participants
across the worlg mcludlng The world pres;deniL of the blind.
7 Slgnmconf about fhrs meehng was the call for fhe ratification of the
UN convenﬂon on pwds ond the Optional Protocol by the 52.
common weoh‘h coum‘nes among others. To this effect | hcve
wrm‘en to H.E the Pres;den’r of Uganda requeshng hlm fo lnclude

these recommendchons in his speech.

3. NORTHERN UGANDA POST WAR RECOVERY AND RESETLEMENT

PROGRAMME
H.E the president of Ugando in the Month October, 2007 lounched

the obove programme , putting special emphasis to the pwds and

the war victims,

4. AFR!CAN ADYOCACY U.N CONVENTION ON PWDS SCHEDULED

FOR 2008




oddmonol fo evaluation of the ten year African action plan for
pwds, we hope to uhhse this high profile meeﬁng to raise awareness
on the UN convenhon on the rights of persons wu’rh disabilities. The

choHenge is fundmg

2. POST LAND MINE PLANNING WORKSHOP}, FOLLOW UP_MEETING

BETWEEN MY MINISTRY AND MUBENDE CAUSALI_TY BARRACKS

Hoving_ participated in the land mine planning workshop the
leadership of Mubende army borrocks{wor vioﬁms -soldiers are kept
and given some rehabilitation training},met my mmls’rry and ogreed
together with the Mlmsfry of Defence and to bnng on board Mlmsfry |
of Finance to implement the soc;ol ond economic relnfegrohon of

these war cousolmes

- 6. UGANDA SPECIAL OLYMPICS TEAM

| I occomponled ’rhe Uganda Special Olympics ’reom‘ to participate
m the Shonghcu China world Spec:ol Olympics gomes Ugondo
managed to win four gold medals and over fwenfy other medals.
- The Pres:dent of Ugondo facilitated the team by providing $50,000.
The Uganda Press Assocnohon vofed ’rhe Special Olympics Teom as
the best sports personolifie; of the month.

| Thonk you. o

For God and My Coiunfry o




