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vish to congratulate you on your election as President of our meeting
id pledge our fugaw%?gt in your work. | also take this opportunity to
ank the outgoingﬁresider;‘t H.E. Minister Prak Sokhonn (Sokon) for his
adership of our work during the past year.
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The Republic of Cyprus (RoC) is applying for a 3-year extension due

objective difficulties it faces in reporting the whole of its territory clear

anti-personnel mines.

Since July and August 1974 there is a part of its territory that is under
e control of a foreign army and in this area the government of the RoC

yes not exercise effective control and has no free access.

Cyprus signed the Convention in 1997. The Convention entered into
rce in 2003. |

Immediately, a National Plan for clearance was drawn up. | will not
‘e you with numbers. We have submitted tables and figures with our
oplication for extension which show the exact number-of mine-fields that
ere cleared and mines that were removed in the 9 years since the
onvention entered into force for Cyprus and which constitute a very
irge percentage of the mine fields identified in the National Plan. In
rief, by July 2013, namely at the end of the 10-year period provided for
learance, Cyprus will be able to report that all the areas under its control

ill have been cleared of anti-personnel mines.
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me=af the Buffer Zone, as well, is clear of anti-personnel mines.;/This is

\ area of approximately 3% of Cypriot territory in which g United

ations Peace Keeping Force is operating under a mandate ffrom tbﬁi
aneral Assembly of the UN. ’IWSS ot o "
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In order to better understand the situation on the ground, itaigguseful h;;ev :

schematically divide the territory of the ROC into three areas. All three
eas are part of the territory internationally recognized as under the v\uv%ﬂ'
risdiction of the RoC, as defined in International law at the time of “«;f%;
dependence in 1960. Sq, Cyprus feels obliged in the context of the m@b
onvention to report all three areas. Odvend
praially »
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There is one area, consisting about two thirds (63%) of the territory
hich is under the effective controi of the government of the RoC. By
iy 2013 t'his area will be completely free of anti-personnel mines. The
scond area, consisting about 3% of the territory, as | have already
dicated, comprises the Buffer Zone. This area has also been cleared in
yoperation with the United Nations Peace Keeping Force and
ternational partners. Financing for this part has been provided by

ternational donors and primarily by the EU.

However, Cyprus is unable to report on the remainder one third of its
rritory, which is under the control of a foreign troups. The government
F the RoC does not have access to this area and does not have reliable

formation on the state of mine-fields in this area.

We are asking for a 3-year extension. When political developments

ill allow, the clearance of this»area will not take that long, given the



at the remaining anti-personnel mine-fields are not spread out
roughout the territory, but are concentrated in the strip of land adjacent
the Buffer Zone. We are working hard for these political developments
become a reality and we hope that soon this will be the case and that
2 will be able to report full implementation of the Convention in the

hole territory.

). Thank you very much for your attention.



