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Distinguished colleagues,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

At the outset, allow me to express my pleasure for having the opportunity to
participate in the Meetings of the Standing Committees established by the State Parties
to the Convention on the prohibition of the use, stockpiling, production and transfer of
anti-personnel and their destruction.

I am happy to provide you with the information on the recent activities of the
Government of the Republic of Macedonia in fulfilling its obligations under the
Convention.

As we already informed during the 11" SPM held in Cambodia last year,
Macedonian army specialists in an effort to determine what munitions would need to be
destroyed in accordance with obligations under the Convention on Cluster munitions
discovered 8 (eight) containers containing of PFM-1S type anti-personnel mines.

Being aware of our obligations under the Convention and our commitments
deriving from the Cartagena Action Plan we communicated the Implementation Support
Unit asking for technical support in the process of destruction of the discovered
stockpiles. In the period after, the Macedonian MoD had a series of meetings with
representatives of the GICHD. GICHD offered a technical assistance in the process of
destruction, resulting in a field visit to the storage facility by a GICHD’s technical expert,
which determined the most appropriate methodology for destruction of the PFM-1€. {5

Dear Colleagues,

It is my great pleasure to inform you that on May 10" the Macedonian army
specialists, in cooperation with GICHD technical experts, destroyed the previously
unknown stockpile of more than 1,200 PFM-1S anti-personnel mines, further
demonstrating our commitment to the Convention and to the Cartagena Action Plan.

At the end, allow me to once again express my pleasure for having completed an
extraordinary important task and to extend my gratitude to ISU of the AP Mine Ban
Convention and the technical expertise of GICHD in providing support to this process
and aided us in ensuring that would be done in the safest and most effective possible
manner. Having in mind Action 12 of the Cartagena Action Plan and its obligations under
Article 7 of the Convention, the Republic of Macedonia has already submitted its report
on this matter.

Thank you very much for your attention.
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Container of PFM-1S PFM-1S
anti-personnel mine anti-personnel mine

+ Main charge: 40 grams liquid explosive

+ Impact armed antipersonnel mings designed only to maim a human foot when stepped upor
+Packed into cartridges for wide dispersal over large areas

+ The liquid explosive main charge deteriorates over time creating a disposal issue

. The disposal issue has been a heated topic in many countries who have been left
with these items

PFM-1 (Russian: [1®M-1, short for npomusonexomHasi ¢byeacHass muHa - anti-infantry high-explosive mine; NATO
name: Green parrot, also known as butterfly mine) is aland mine of Soviet production, very similar to BLU-43 US
Army landmine. Both devices are very similar in shape and principles, although they use different explosive.






