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As Co-Chairs, Australia and Uganda are continuing the work of our predecessors to ensure the
successful implementation of the Convention in relation to assisting the victims.

In particular, we have sought to facilitate progress in the application of the victim assistance
understandings we first adopted in 2004 and then reaffirmed at the 2009 Cartagena Summit on
a Mine-Free World.

in the Cartagena Action Plan, we made fourteen detailed commitments to assisting the victims,
including three that are found in the cooperation and assistance section of the Action Plan.

In adopting the Cartagena Action Plan, we agreed to do a lot of things:

We agreed to address issues of inclusion, coordination, data collection, legislation and policies,
planning, monitoring, evaluation, expert participation, capacity building, accessibility, good
practice, gender sensitivity, awareness raising and rescurce mobilisation.

Progress has been made and we will hear the extent to which progress has been made from
relevant States Parties in the next agenda item.

in advance of that, and in order to understand the progress, we wish to recall the following
fundamental understandings that have been agreed to by the States Parties concerning “victim
assistance™

» We wish to recall that the States Parties have adopted a non-discriminatory approach,
agreeing that “victim assistance efforts should promote the development of services,
infrastructure and policies to address the rights and needs of all women, girls, boys and men
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with disahilities, regardless of the cause of disability”.

*  We wish to recall that the States Parties have recognised that “victim assistance is a process
that involves an age- and gender-sensitive, rights-based and holistic approach in which each
component —emergency and continuing medical care, physical rehabilitation, psychosocial
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support, and social and economic reintegration / inclusion —is essential {...)".

*  We wish to recall that the States Parties have agreed that “victim assistance does not
require the development of new fields or disciplines but rather calls for ensuring that
existing health care, social service systems, rehabilitation programmes and legislative and



policy frameworks are adequate to meet the needs of all citizens — including landmine
(survivors)”." ‘

*  We wish to recall that the States Parties have expressed that “victim assistance is more than
just a medical or rehabilitation issue — it is also a human rights issue."

* We wish to recall that the States Parties have recorded that “inclusive development” is “an
appropriate mechanism to ensure that landmine victims and other persons with disabilities
have access to the same opportunities in life — for healthcare, social services, a life-
sustaining income, education and participation in the community — as every other sector of
a society”.

The final point that we, the Co-Chairs, wish to highlight before we begin hearing from States is
the issue of national ownership.

National ownership is fundamental to sustainability and sustainability of services is crucial to
improving the quality of daily life of mine victims and other persons with disabilities.

National ownership means relevant authorities having the will, the resources, and the capacity
to develop and implement plans, to coordinate activities, and to provide services.

As Co-Chairs we will continue our efforts with relevant States Parties to facilitate progress in
achieving the aim of the full and effective participation and inclusion of mine victims and other
persons with disabilities in the social, cultural, economic and political life of their communities.
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