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Mr. President,

| have the honour to speak on behalf of the European Union. The Candidate Countries Turkey,
the Republic of North Macedonia®, Montenegro®, Serbia“ and Albania”, the country of the
Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidate Bosnia and Herzegovina align
themselves with this statement.

We welcome Sudan’s Presidency of this important Convention and would like to commend
you, Ambassador Mohammed, for taking the necessary arrangements for this intersessional
meeting to take place in an as inclusive way as possible in the current exceptional
circumstances. The current global pandemic context, and the resulting restrictions, compel us
to be creative when setting up meetings, while fully respecting the principles of multilateralism
and multilingualism.

It is of utmost importance that we continue our collective efforts in order to meet the obligations
under the Convention; to achieve further progress in the destruction of stockpiled anti-personnel
mines, the clearance of mine contaminated land, and assistance to mine victims. The
intersessional meeting represents a key platform to share information on the progress made. In
view of the global COVID-19 pandemic, we should also adapt our approaches to face the new
challenges and provide support to increase resilience of the mine action sector to reach the
shared objectives of the Convention.

Mr. President,

The EU would like to congratulate Chile on finalising its mine clearance obligations within the
deadline under the Convention and becoming mine-free. Chile has not only secured safety for
its own people and created conditions for further socio-economic development in its own
country, but it has also sent out a clear signal in support of the global norm against anti-
personnel mines, thereby contributing to the safety of people worldwide. This should serve as

* The Republic North Macedonia, Montenegro, Serbia and Albania continue to be part of the Stabilisation and

Association Process.



an encouragement for other mine-affected countries to intensify their efforts to complete their
time-bound obligations as soon as possible, and to the fullest extent possible by 2025, and bring
us closer towards the fulfilment of our shared goal for a world free of anti-personnel mines.

The EU is very concerned about the recent use of anti-personnel mines, including of an
improvised nature against civilians in Libya, as reported by the United Nations Support Mission
in Libya. The EU strongly condemns these acts, which violate the norm against anti-personnel
mines and the rights of civilians who are protected under international humanitarian law. We
welcome and reiterate the communication by the Convention’s Presidency on this topic. The
use of anti-personnel mines anywhere, anytime, and by any actor is unacceptable to the
European Union. We call for an immediate halt to the use of anti-personnel mines, whether
industrially manufactured, or improvised, worldwide.

The Ottawa Convention, as reaffirmed by the 164 States Parties at the Fourth Review
Conference, represents the global norm against anti-personnel mines, a norm that has saved
thousands of lives and spared countless of children, who constitute the majority of mine victims.
It must not be compromised. We urge all States that have not yet done so to join the Convention
without delay, or as an interim step, to comply with the norms of the Convention. We call
upon all non-States Parties, in particular major possessors of anti-personnel mines, to follow a
self-declared policy of non-use, which will contribute to the universalization of the Ottawa
Convention. In that regard, the EU calls upon the United States to re-examine its decision to
re-authorize the use of anti-personnel mines by US military forces outside of the Korean
Peninsula. The EU counts on the US to remain a partner and a top provider of anti-mine action
assistance.

Mr. President,

The Convention’s Review Conference held in Oslo last year was a success and an important
milestone for the global ban on anti-personnel mines and achieving its ultimate goal. The EU
welcomes the outcome of the Conference and supports the full implementation of its
conclusions and action plan.

As a top provider of cooperation and assistance for mine action, the EU is supporting mine
affected States Parties in their efforts to realise their commitments under the Convention and to
implement the Oslo Action Plan. Between 2015 and 2018, the EU contributed EUR 321 million
to mine action activities.

The EU strongly supports further efforts towards increasing ratio of national reporting as an
indispensable element of transparency within the Convention. Another important aspect
highlighted in the Oslo Action Plan is national implementation measures, as contained in
Avrticle 9 of the Convention. We urge all Parties to provide sufficient information, especially
those State Parties which have not reported so far.



The EU has consistently integrated gender aspects in the provision of its mine action
assistance. In line with the Oslo Action Plan, we are currently looking at how to further
strengthen the consideration of the diverse needs and experiences of people in affected
communities, including those related to gender and cultural background.

The EU is also supporting the Implementation Support Unit (ISU) of the Convention to assist
mine affected States Parties to set up national dialogues on mine clearance and victim
assistance. In line with the Oslo Action Plan, these dialogues create a platform to strengthen
coordination and dialogue with national and international stakeholders on progress, challenges
and support for the implementation of the Convention. The ISU is also setting up regional
stakeholder dialogues that facilitate the exploration of opportunities for bilateral and regional
cooperation between affected States Parties, with a view to voluntary sharing of best practices
and lessons learned. The Convention's Committees on mine clearance and victim assistance are
involved in the selection of the beneficiary States Parties for this project.

The Convention can continue to count on the EU’s commitment to defend and strengthen the
norm against anti-personnel mines and to support the full implementation and universalisation

of the Convention.

Thank you, Mr. President



