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Speech of NMAC Director
About
The Investigations on Allegations on the Use of Anti-Personnel Landmines and Precautionary
Measures taken
To Prevent Actions Prohibited by the Ottawa Treaty

Mr. President by the virtue of your request, we reiterate what we have previously pointed out with regard
to the ICBL allegation and further we inform you on the following;

1. Sudan has displayed remarkable tenacity by Ottawa Treaty. And in numerous occasions, Sudan
has consciously reaffirmed its textual and spiritual adherence to the articles and stipulations set
forth in the Ottawa Treaty, whilst the Government of Sudan remains supporting programs and
activities relevant to the treaty. The reason of Sudan’s genuine adherence to the treaty besides, the
moral obligations is that the treaty itself is in consistence with the country’s broad agenda
relevant to national consensus that pursues to achieve peace and stability throughout the country
through the means of the comprehensive national dialogue.

2. Inlate 2012, while Sudan delegation was participating in the Conference of the state parties to the
Ottawa Treaty, the International Ban Anti-Personnel Landmines Campaign (ICBL) charged
Sudan with the use of anti-personnel landmines citing six locations; Hegaleg, Balila, Kalimo,
Jebel Kowa, Heiban and Troji.

3. As a result of the ICBL allegation, our state has immediately responded and called for the
establishment of an investigations board mainly composed of the non-governmental, civil society
organizations under the supervision of the National Mine Action Center (NMAC), with the
purpose to hold an inquiry into the allegation to verify its validity on the ground.

4. The investigation board applied inquiry research approach, direct interrogation and hearing to
testaments of the witnesses and anecdotal evidence from the local inhabitants in addition to, the
field interviews that included the field military commanders, workers of the companies and
humanitarian organizations operating in the alleged areas.

5. Lastly, the investigation board drew to the conclusion that the anti-personnel landmines were
never used in the areas controlled by the government of Sudan, where the investigation had taken
place notably; Hegaleg, Balila and Kalimo. This conclusion was attained as a result of the
following procedures: ' '

a. The investigation board observed the strict abide by Ottawa Treaty by the Sudanese Armed
Forces in the signaled areas, in rigorous compliance with the assertive instructions issued by the
supreme command.

b. It turned out that the flow of nomadic movement roaming every inch of subject areas was
unfettered and no single mines-related accident was reported.

c. The oil exploration processes by the Greater Nile Petroleum Company in the alleged areas have
never ceased.

d. The feedback received from the different government entities and medical facilities indicate no
single mine accident was reported in the areas that inspected by the board of investigation.



e. Feedback from the local communities in the areas Wthh subjected to the investigation was zero
occurrences of a mine-related accident.

f.  The safe movement of the members of the investigation board, reconnoitering and inspecting the
alleged areas as well as its ability to meet and interrogate the community members of those areas.

6. Mainly due to security hassles, the investigation board did not manage to reach Jebel Kowa,
Heiban and Troji at the time the investigation was launched.

7. Inaccessible areas which fell out of the government control and jurisdiction would be considered
by the board of investigation once security conditions improved and permitted accessibility.

8. Finally, we would like to point out that despite the economic distress the country has been
undergoing, the country continues its politically, logistically and financially support to the
humanitarian mine action program. In this instance, it worth to mention that the government
financial support to the mine action has exceeded $4 million over the past years notably the
consecutive years 2016 and 2017,

Thank you Mr. President



